
The official commercial names appear 
included in a list that each European 
country publishes regularly.

The creator of this nomenclature 
system was the Swedish naturalist 
Carl Linnaeus in XVIII century.

it is the official name of the fish or 
shellfish species that must appear on 
its label in Europe. 

 

COMMERCIAL NAME

COMMERCIAL NAME

DID YOU KNOW…

PROBLEM

In every region, where the fish is landed, 
individuals of the same species can colloquia-
lly be called different names, and this can lead 
to misunderstandings. Example:

It is a unique name for all individuals of the 
same species, regardless of where we are. 
It is made up of two Latin words: the first 
word is always capitalised, and indicates 
the genus (a group comprising a number of 
similar species); the second word, always 
in lower case, refers to a specific species.

SCIENTIFIC NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

SOLUTION

Octopus vulgaris

GENUSSaithe, Coley... SPECIES

The scientific name should be written in 
italics or underlined.

Horse mackerel or “scad”

Pouting or “bib”

King scallop or “great scallop”

SCIENTIFIC NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAMECOMMERCIAL NAME

Pecten maximus
The same name anywhere in the world.

Trisopterus luscus
The same name anywhere in the world.

Trachurus trachurus
The same name anywhere in the world.

COMMERCIAL AND
SCIENTIFIC NAMES
OF SEAFOOD
SPECIES
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